The possible role of opiates in habituation of responses recorded in the reticular formation of the frog, to peripheral stimulation.
Repeated stimulation can lead to a decrement in the amplitude of a response, or its disappearance. This is known as habituation. Responses recorded in the reticular formation of the brain to peripherally applied stimuli tend to habituate. Decerebration considerably reduces the occurrence of this habituation and naloxone reverses the effect. In decerebrate animals in which such responses rarely habituate, habituation can be induced by administration of D-Ala2,Met5-enkephalinamide and then reversed by a subsequent administration of naloxone. This would suggest that opiates are involved in habituation of responses recorded in the reticular formation of the frog.